Aortic disasters.
TAD and AAA are two of the highest risk disease entities in emergency medicine. Emergency physicians should be vigilant in their approach to patients who have symptoms compatible with acute aortic disease. In chest and abdominal pain presentations, the chart must look like there was a search for the TAD and AAA. By having a sound knowledge of atypical cases;, having an appreciation for how subtle TAD and AAA can be; and recording and documenting a thorough history, physical examination, and risk factor profile, the emergency physician may reduce substantially the risk of missing a diagnosis and subsequently being sued. Emergency physicians cannot diagnose every case of acute aortic disease; what they can do is practice with a sound understanding of risk management principles and consider these diagnoses in all patients with chest, back, or abdominal pain.Ultimately, this strategy would provide protection for the patient and the physician.